Belmont

Against
Racism

February 2, 2025 — In light of the current political climate, which is fostering fear and hostility
toward immigrant communities, we wanted to share some important resources that can help
guide us in standing up for the rights and dignity of all people. These resources not only provide
information and support for those who may be vulnerable but also offer tools to help us stand
for justice and human dignity in these challenging times.

1.

ACLU Know Your Rights Resources

The ACLU provides essential information on understanding civil rights, especially for immigrants
facing legal challenges. You can access their resources here: ACLU Know Your Rights

2.

Massachusetts Immigrant and Refugee Advocacy Coalition (MIRA Coalition)

MIRA is one of the leading organizations in Massachusetts advocating for immigrant and
refugee rights. Their website offers a range of resources and updates on ongoing
initiatives: MIRA Coalition

3.

Lawyers for Civil Rights

Lawyers for Civil Rights provides legal resources and support for immigrant communities,
offering free legal advice in many instances: Lawyers for Civil Rights

4,

Immigrant Legal Resource Center (ILRC) Red Cards

The ILRC has developed the Red Cards, a powerful tool for immigrants to know their rights
during encounters with law enforcement or immigration officials. Here are the cards in both
English and Spanish: Red Cards Overview Red Card/Tarjetas Rojas - Spanish Version

Additionally, we wanted to share a powerful reflection from U.S. Representative for
Massachusetts' 7th, Ayanna Pressley:

“These are certainly unprecedented times, but we will meet them with unprecedented
organizing, unprecedented mobilizing, unprecedented community, and, above all else,
unprecedented hope and love...Dr. King reminds us that our most powerful weapon is
organizing, and we will stay organized. And we will remain vigilant” (January 22, 2025).

As we continue our work together at BAR, we are reminded every day that part of our mission

is to dismantle, with courage and compassion, the problem of injustice and structural racism in
all its forms. Together, we can keep building a more inclusive and just community.
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https://www.aclu.org/know-your-rights
https://miracoalition.org/
https://lawyersforcivilrights.org/
https://www.ilrc.org/red-cards-tarjetas-rojas
https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/2025-01/Artwork%20for%20Printing%20Your%20Own%20Red%20Cards%20-%20Spanish.pdf

